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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—MAY SELECTION 


Gann, Ernest The High and the Mighty 
Sloane. Apr. 20, 1953. 342p. $3.50. 


There turning back now anymore. The big plane, 
Flight 420 out Honolulu, has already passed the 
point-of-no-return she wings her way eastward across 
the beautiful and passionate Pacific sky toward the 
mainland. her regular cruising speed she would 
reach San Francisco about six hours under normal 
conditions. But this flight not normal and none 
board will venture guess how much longer they will 
stay the air, much less whether they will ever reach 
land again. 


Happily are not among those twenty-odd souls suf- 
fering this agonizing ordeal, helplessly and hopelessly 
going through the motions living out what might 
their last wasting hours, should their ship ditched 
the turbulent sea. However, through the medium 
this powerful word picture, The High and the 
Mighty, become the silent and unseen observer 
are brought into their minds and hearts during 
these climactic moments desperate crisis. 


Lead along our literary guide, pass the early quiet 
hours this flight analyzing our fellow passengers and 
crew, trying “peg” them, were, and then dis- 
covering who they really are. First have the four 
married couples: the newlyweds returning from their 
honeymoon; the prominent theatrical producer and his 
wife; two cafe society’s pets rushing nowhere 
hurry nothing; the middie-aged pair enjoying the 
final thrill that long-cherished vacation. Among the 
unattached females see the fiftyish blonde with her 
merry, chuckling, sensual voice; the Korean lass her 
way the States study; the grotesquely bedaubed 
mask with the straw-like hair, fear etched the odd 
effect. Our male companions are each unique cut; 
the neatly dressed, mustachioed chap well preserved 
alcohol for painless journey; the shrivelled-up indi- 
vidual, pain-wracked with cancer the bone; the small 
dark man whose three-fingered right hand, notice, 
toys with rosary; the nervous individual who seems 
have something serious his mind—murder, 
are soon discover; and the distinguished executive 
for whom the murderer’s gun intended. 


What are these people and the crew thinking this 
What values they place What are 
the things which they attach themselves 
What are they really like under the hardened 


veneer their human the hours crisis 
now facing them they must come grips with them- 
selves. flash they will reveal themselves utterly, 
all their goodness and honesty, all their baseness 
and hyprocrisy. And when they reach land again 
(thanks the skill old Dan Roman, the has-been 
co-pilot) how will they react their brief brush with 
eternity now that they have shown their true natures? 


The High and the Mighty splendid and stimulating 
theme that could carry the reader along the sheer 
momentum its suspense alone. But that only one 
its outstanding qualities. Its author 
artist, top-notch storyteller with phenomenal grasp 
sound characterization. probes and lays bare the 
innermost secrets these figures who are projected 
into whole living people. The whole atmosphere, the 
airliner and its crew breathe forth reality and drama. 
sad commentary our society, however, only 
small minority that human cargo evidences any real 
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Gann Wright 


degree spiritual and moral solidarity. For the most 
the others are steeped the world with its sensuality, 
materialism and naturalism, bespoken their actions, 
thoughts and language. This lack nobler qualities, 
deeper motivation and loftier values the major frus- 
trating element the story. 


Written with force and keen observation, The High and 
the Mighty interest packed novel. thought 
provoking with depth and understanding. times 
strong and borders the rough. Since the pub- 
lishers refer the author’s “most mature” novel 
they have already restricted its readability. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 
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Wright, Richard The Outsider 
Harper. Mar. 18, 1953. 405p. $3.95. 


novel violence that also honest, novel portray- 
ing some the pagan depravity possible among men 
and women modern cities which yet preserves 
decent reticence, novel concerned with racial and 
political strife which yet maintains objectivity 
observation and emotion, deserves commendation 
readers adult and mature enough know that living 
not all sunshine and sweetness and that human be- 
ings are capable monstrous crimes 
pathetic confusion. Such novel Richard Wright’s 
The Outsider. second novel and, opinion, 
much superior his first novel, Native Son, published 
more than decade ago. Mr. Wright has superior 
talent and superior intelligence. should recog- 
nized, too, one the few American writers who 
interested why people what they do; not merely 
what they do. 


Cross Damon, the central figure this novel, one 
“the outsiders” reason his race, his turbulence 
spirit, his quest for some answer what appears 
him the futility being, and also reason his 
crimes, hero gallantry and chivalry. is, 
however, very much like any hundreds thousands 
urban dwellers, white black yellow, American, 
European, Asiatic. spite his mother’s prayerful 
devotion and entreaties, spite his indiscriminating 
reading and his interrupted collegiate studies, spite 
mind that curious and able probe for causes, 
has guiding philosophy, spiritual anchors. 
Actually, his being negro not the reason for his 
being “outside” all; his color only one factor and 
means the major What makes Cross 
Damon outsider common men all colors and 
nationalities. 


Cross Damon had had give his studies psy- 
chology when married. His marriage far from 
has sought solace other women, par- 
ticularly with young wanton whose possessive in- 
sistence began finally bore and frighten him. 
has good job the Chicago Post Office, but his drink- 
ing and his marital disputes threaten take that from 
him. subway accident, that more dramatic than 
probable, Cross Damon escapes only realize that 
someone else’s body has been identified his. His 


identity wiped out with his apparent death, goes 


New York and becomes involved with group 


munists, headed Gilbert Blount. 


Thinking use Damon party “weapon” win 


publicity for the Party’s boast championing the black 
against the white, Blount invites the fugitive share 
his apartment, knowing that the landlord will object 
furiously. the inevitable fight that develops between 
Blount and the landlord, Damon intervenes only 
kill both; thinking, thus, free Blount’s wife, Eva, 
from the tyranny her husband. Eva falls love 
with Cross and then commits suicide when Cross 
arrested suspicion mudering Blount’s superior, 
Hilton, well Herndon and Gilbert. His nemesis 
proves shrewdly loquacious lawyer, Ely 
ton, whom had met the train from Chicago 
New York and who not only New York District 


torney but strangely sympathetic and understanding 


Damon’s outlook life. 


Taken itself, the story line this novel may well 
strike reader melodramatic; and there are coinci- 
dences which many reviewer and reader may raise 
eyebrow. But the story line made probable enough 
the writing and the character Cross Damon 
Mr. Wright portrays him. And Mr. Wright using 
his fictional character thrash out some his own 
perplexities and present his scornful hatred the 
unscrupulous perfidy the Communist Party and its 
zealots. Something the cynical disillusionment and 
desperate idealism the existentialist philosophy seems 
all that Cross Damon Houston can sel- 
vage from the morass machine-age urban life. 
liberately, even defiantly—or, perhaps more precisely 
despair and disillusionment—both reject religion, be- 
cause the only manifestation they know religion 
one emotions, kind hysterical faith. What 
left them base their philosophy only the chi- 
maera humanism, philosophy man for man 
which carries with its own disillusionment and de- 
spair. They reject religion because seems them 
unable anything; offer only irrational escape, 
blind flight from reality. 


For those who are willing think about some the 
basic problems that confront the confused millions 
who acknowledge faith, and who not expect 
every novel both compendium dogmatic 
theology and edifying moral tract, this would seem 
novel. The average reader warned that this rare 
meat, somewhat tough digest and likely revolt 
appetites used only bland fare and meringues. 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 


(Ila) 

The Silver Chalice (Ila) 

The Golden Admiral (IIb) 

Steamboat Gothic (IIb) 

The Caine Mutiny (IIb) 

East Eden (IIb) 

The Second Happiest Day (IIb) 

Prince Bart (IV) 
Kiss Again, Stranger (Ila) Mar. 


Jan. 


Herzog 
Jan. 


Murrow 
Toynbee Apr. 
Ruggles Mar. 
Marshall Feb. 


Annapurna (Ila) 

This Believe (Ila) 

The World and the West (Ila) 
Prince Players (Ila) 

The White Rabbit (Ila) 


spite many shortcomings—and every writer has 
many—Mr. Wright seems deserve sincere 
salute. has come long way since Native Son, and 
guess that will much further. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 
+ 


Duteil, The Great American Parade 
Twayne. Apr. 20, 1953. 321p. $3.75. 

you wish see yourself others see you, read this 
book. The author, observant and expressive French- 
man, has written about Americans few other for- 
eigners have done. Translated Fletcher Pratt, 
quite possible that this English version will win 
many readers its original French counterpart has 
already won Europe. Although evident that 
Duteil became better acquainted with New York than 
with any other city area, includes such diverse 
topics his book The Epic the Railroads, The 
Donkey and the Elephant, The Education People, 
Sons Foreigners, Crime and Punishment, The Divorce 
Mill, and American Humor. 


Although much that Duteil writes humorous and 
mildly critical, can also write strong censure. While 
Catholic, not love with everything that 
found associated here with the Catholic Church. 
Perhaps the Irish particular will resent his strictures 
those “ignorant” foreigner, but might 
better for them realize that Duteil not the only 
one hold the opinions has trenchantly ex- 
pressed. Some will resent what has say Ameri- 
can education; others will dislike his comments 
psychiatry and psychoanalysis. Most Americans will 
perhaps honest enough admit that there enough 
silliness the fields mentioned deserve the criticism 
they received. times the observations made this 
Frenchman are especially irritating because their 
disarming honesty, for example his observations upon 
American sports: “Baseball played ridiculously 
attired young men who tap ball with stick and then 
throw away the stick run like lunatics, direction 
and for purpose equally incomprehensible. The 
meaning baseball totally escapes the profane. 
the baseball costume positively hilarious. The for- 


Duteil Highet 


eigner quivers with laughter before these enormous 
young men clad assemblage which recalls the 
gamin and the clown. The great baseball players 
are national heroes and are surrounded the venera- 
tion the public though they had really done some- 
thing useful beautiful. When the 
champion Babe Ruth came out hospital 1947, 
immense crowd awaited him the gate, men lifting 
their hats and women weeping. The second Ameri- 
can sport football, but football peculiar America. 
The players are armed with leather shock absorbers and 
wear helmets. one the most brutal and ugliest 
sports existence. The players hurl themselves upon 
each other, fall down and jump around; there never 
any time see harmonious development; always 
mixup and most the players are the ground. 
When has rained and the ground muddy, 
particularly dirty spectacle.” (p. 243) 


that irritating, there much the book that 
even more so. Nevertheless you will probably under- 
stand America better you are willing find out what 
others think us. you aren’t resentful criticism 


you will like this book. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 


Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


* * 


Highet, Gilbert People, Places, and Books 
Oxford. Apr. 30, 1953. 277p. $3.50. 

1952 the Oxford University Press retained Professor 
Highet Columbia for weekly series radio talks. 
was placed under compulsion promote his 
sponsor’s publications but was left free discuss any 
topic broad literary interest. His present volume 
selection thirty these talks their original, 
uncut form. 


Mr. Highet has obvious talents for the commission: 
rich cultural background, the ability reduce scholar- 
ship popular understanding, critical perception, genial 
humor, and wealth curious lore that lends novelty 
and anecdotal interest his material. Given voice 
style that clear, relaxed, and informal, these result 
very companionable book. 


The division indicated the title yields twelve essays 
people (such William Osler, Edmund Wilson, 
Lawrence, Masefield, Dickens, Shakespeare), five 
places (the West, Oxford, Byzantium), and thirteen 
books (the Great Books, popular science, detective 
fiction, gourmets’ handbooks). The range from the 
medievalism Boethius the surrealism Dali, from 
the simplicity the Bible the incomprehensibility 
Stein, from Christmas with Washington Buchen- 
wald with Eugen Kogon. 


Mr. Highet writes best when writes the things 
likes, and thus his criticism tends favorable 
than adverse; and since loves his alma mater, the 
several pieces that touch Oxford are among the best 
the book. Other highlights are the story Fowler’s 
Modern English Usage, comments Homer prob- 
lem translation, The Road Xanadu, the subjects 
Christopher Fry (religion seen almost medieval 
spirit and matters whimsical fancy), and down-to- 
earth estimate Eliot that values the plays higher 


ents; 
tion, 
and 
ight, 
the 


Winsnes Zilahy 


than the poems because they find solutions for Eliot’s 
problems remaking negative and largely pagan 
soul” into sincere and Christian and self-forgetting 
soul.” 


appreciative study Waugh unfortunately tied 
one the few flippant judgments the book. This 
concerns Graham Greene, “who hates everything, in- 
cluding himself” and thereby recalls the Boston lady’s 
comment slum-dwellers who have heat: “Really, 
you would think they would have found out about that 
before moving in.” 


the whole, though, controversy and complexity 
were inappropriate the original occasion and are in- 
telligently avoided. The level material and manner 
treatment instead hold the basic purpose steadily 
view: show the general public that the world art 
and learning neither musty nor forbidding; the 
words the first sentence, that “Reading books 
pleasure.” Teachers might well find special value 
the book stimulus student interest reading. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


* * * 


Winsnes, 

Sigrid Undset: Study Christian Realism 
Sheed Ward. Apr. 15, 1953. 258p. $3.00. 
Readers contemporary fiction, particularly Catholic 
ones, have long been aware Sigrid Undset. Yet her 


fame, appropriately crowned the Prize, has 
been curious one. Even when her work was known— 
and perhaps only specialists advanced students 
would aware all her books available English— 
her life and its major influences were but vaguely appre- 
hended. One knew the heavy, care-worn face the 


later years, bitter and curled down. The 
portraits from the earlier years included this book— 
and the text well, course—will show the striking 
beauty Madame Undset’s earlier days, and show too 
determination, stubborn force honesty never 
lacking her. 


Professor Winses has given critical biography. His 
main purpose expose the major themes and ten- 
dencies Madame Undset’s work and evaluate 
them. must, course, introduce the reader 
something his subject’s life; this does, and always 
with relevance. Sigrid Undset’s life—her early Lutheran 
upbringing, her ten years office work, the European 
capitals she visited, her marriage—is examined for its 
relation her work. There are one two amusing 
anecdotes. When she submitted her first novel she was 
told historical novels were “not your line.” 


She began writing novels contemporary life, and 
only later did she write the great historical novels that 
seem her surest guarantee lasting fame. Professor 
Winsnes clearly shows the unity theme and purpose 
underlying both historical and modern novels. “Sigrid 
Undset sought,” points out, “in the Middle Ages 
the material which would make Christianity visible 
our time.” Whether she writing historic mod- 
ern times, says, she studying utilitarians and men 
whose self-will conflict with God’s will. 


Best SELLERs 


The author this perceptive and obviously authorita- 
tive and important study sees “the question loyalty” 
central the novels and other works whose major 
outlines and interrelationships carefully considers, 
“Horror and treachery,” writes, have been 
the central experience, the first shock 
which, literary sense, gave her ‘vision’.” This book 
rich detail and insight; conveys with suggestive 
brilliance the precise quality Madame Undset’s real- 
ism and her authority and power Christian artist 


and historian. 
Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington 


Zilahy, Lajos The Angry Angel 
Prentice-Hall. Apr. 27, 1953. 375p. $3.95. 

Thomas Harsner the translator this Hungarian 
novel which, presumably, takes the story the 
Dukay family where was left off previous novel, 
The Dukays, published this country couple 
years ago. The time period which The Angry Angel 
covers is, chiefly, the years 1930 1950—the twenty- 
year period following the rise the Nazis Germany 
and ending with the complete extinction Hungarian 
independence under the smothering domination 
Communist Russia. Central figure this period 
Mihaly Ursi, the astronomer-revolutionist who married 
the Countess Zia Dukay. The rest the family, 
course, appear and disappear the course the nar- 
rative. the end, Mihaly dead, hanged the 
communists; most the other members the family 
have perished. Only Count Ostie, living 
cut, and Zia, who managed escape with her daughter 
Zizi from Budapest the U.S.A., survive. The estate 
parcelled out five-and-ten acre lots the peasants; 
the palace Septemvir Utca has been destroyed 
the fighting Budapest; most the art treasures have 
perished flame and explosions. 


admiration for the Hungarian people, based 
observations some days and nights spent Budapest 
before World War II, acquaintance with several 
families who immigrated the United States the 
last fifty years, and such the history Hungary 
one meets reading the course empire 
Central and Western Europe, buoyed through the 
pages The Angry Angel. One hoped, too, learn 
something the fate Hungary and its gallant people 
these last years, since Russia “liberated” the nation 
from the Nazis and then from the West. Otherwise, 
doubt should have labored through this discursive, 
oddly tantalizing and strangely unsatisfactory 
And, having finished the task, one feels not only dis 
appointed, but that this only second-rate novel. 
Trying formulate reason why this complicated tale 

the latter-day fortunes the surviving remnants 
the Dukays should dissatisfying, come the 
clusion that Mr. Zilahy not really interested any 
the people writes about; that not deeply con- 
cerned about the fate Hungary; that has written 
this novel primarily exploit the ephemeral success 
his previous book. And that true, pity, 
indeed. not true, then how account for the 
lack conviction one finds the pages that deal with 
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Mihaly’s work against the Arrow-Cross gangsters, tools 
the German Nazis; the now-one-side-now-the-other 
attitude toward the Communists who followed the 
Nazis; the shrug that dismisses the lamentable fate 
Hungary, though the only matter importance 
that least two the Dukays survive. 


What found strange, also, book which written 
one who should know the face the Hungarian 
plains, its hills and lakes and villages and farms, who 
also presumably familiar with the streets and bridges 
and shops and monuments Buda and Pest, the 
singular lack any feeling for scene, for sights and 
sounds and smells, for all that makes the Magyar coun- 
tryside and cities different from all other. One feels 
that the story could have been told anyone who had 
simple tourist guide-map and few picture postcards. 


any event, The Angry Angel cannot pretend 
important novel; and will have but passing in- 
terest best. several reasons, not the least 
which are those already given, but also including awk- 
wardly self-conscious and probably deliberate lapses 
from good taste, would not recommend this novel 


any reader. 
Grady, S.J., 


University Scranton 


Kantor, MacKinley The Daughter Bugle Ann 
Random House. Apr. 15, 1953. 122p. $2.00. 


Hollywood infamous for beating idea death. 
Whenever unique character group characters 
click with the public, the immediate reaction the 
producers make sequel the original. If, 
chance, also makes the grade financially, there begins 
happened with Andy Hardy, Doctor Gil- 
lespie, Francis, and Kettle. Publishing firms 
like the habit, too. accounts, part, for the central 
character works featuring such stalwarts Holmes, 
Poirot, the family Forsyte. Perhaps accounts for the 
Labors Hercules. 


Unfortunately, sequels are subject comparison the 
originals. they succeed, often with reservation; 
they fail, words cannot express the readers’ disap- 
pointment. years after the publication his 
phenomenally successful The Voice Bugle Ann, 
MacKinlay Kantor has come with The Daughter 
Bugle Ann. has not failed. has again cap- 
tured the strong regional flavor, the profound and quiet 
pleasures, the dignity the men and women who live 
with and love the night-coursing packs. 


this short and simple tale tells Little Lady, 
offspring the fabled Bugle Ann whose honeyed 
sounds had once rung out the hills Heaven Creek 
country. This time, Benjy Davis, son old Springfield 
who had once gone prison for killing Jacob Terry, 
endangers his love and happiness when blames 
Camden, his wife, for letting Lady mismatch with 
gypsy cur. The resolution their difficulties touch- 
ing and plausible during the climactic Butternut com- 
petition. 


Possessing admirably compact unity and decep- 
tively simple narrative style, Kantor has added another 
laurel solid reputation first-rate story teller. 


anyone who has ever owned dog, anyone who 
has yearning delivered from the jaded sophisti- 
cation many recent novels, Daughter can 
wholeheartedly recommended. breath fresh 
air stale season sex and despair. 


John Coppinger, 
University Maryland 
College Park, Maryland 


Walsh, Chad Campus Gods Trial 
Macmillan. Mar. 31, 1953. 138p. $2.50. 


this brief book, professor English Beloit Col- 
lege, Wisconsin, unmasks what calls “some the 
favorite classroom gods,” especially Progress, Relativism, 
Scientism and Humanitarianism and presents strong 
case for the one true God Christianity. 


The book addressed directly college students, par- 
ticularly those who never had any stable religious 
moorings have drifted away. The fourteen brief 
chapters are liberally sprinkled with actual quotations 
from student themes which illustrate the confusion 
ideas that serve “stumbling blocks” the belief and 
practice Christianity. 


The author has genuine understanding and sympathy 
for students who are thrown into the milieu colleges 
and universities which have place for religion pay 
only “nominal respects ‘our spiritual heritage’ 
annual binge called Religious Emphasis Week.” 


From his listing the Directory American Scholars 
appears that Doctor Walsh serves also part-time 
Episcopal clergyman. This will explain the high tribute 
which pays most practical all 
studies” because “it deals with problems that are life- 
and-death matters for everyone, everyday.” holds 
further that “to deny student access essential 
tool thought and everyday living great crime 
against him remove one lobe his brain.” 


The book forthright its presentation and interest- 
ingly written. discusses most the religious prob- 
lems and difficulties that arise student bull sessions. 
Although orthodox many points Catholic belief 
such the Divinity Christ, the Virgin Birth, Heaven 
and Hell, the author’s explanations other matters, 
such as, our First Parents, Original Sin, the Trinity and 
the Sacraments are not acceptable from Catholic 
point view. For that reason not suitable for 
Catholic readers. hoped that will serve 
its purpose for the non-Catholic student who has little 


Edward Stanford, O.S.A., 
Washington 17, 


Zimmern, Sir Alfred 

The American Road World Peace 
Apr. 10, 1953. 287p. $4.00. 
Sir Alfred Zimmern’s thesis that the road world 
peace can only found through American leadership 
the United Nations. America, thinks, pecu- 
liarly well-fitted for such role her position “the 
first free Great Power history,” and the continuing 
success her own federal constitution—the inevitable 


Dutton. 


comparison between the Constitution and the United 
Nations Charter will perhaps seem tendentious some 
readers. 

Not that Sir Alfred considers the Charter perfect its 
present form. the contrary, the essence this 
book analysis the failures the old League 
Nations and attempt apply the lessons those 
failures the revision the constitution the United 
Nations. The author seems view with enthusiasm 
the system the General Assembly where small 
nations have equal voting power with greater ones; 
this, thinks, provides the institutional basis for 
tribunal where international disputes could settled 
“the public opinion free peoples, acting through 
their forum and meeting place.” suspicious 
institutions, like the Security Council, which allot spe- 
cial responsibilities the representatives the Great 
Powers. would like see the United Nations 
equipped with executive committee dedicated 
men representing the whole organization rather than 
the major national states, and suggests that such 
executive might eventually elected the Councils 
the regional associations which are being formed 
within the over-all framework UNO. 


The author’s detailed criticisms the constitutional 
organization the United Nations and his suggested 
modifications should command the attention due 
the opinions expert who has spent lifetime 
the scholarly analysis the problems international 
organization. Yet his pre-occupation with these matters 
gives air unreality the whole work. recent 
years world peace has not been threatened the tech- 
nical defects that may exist the constitution the 
United Nations. has been threatened the exist- 
ence powerful and malignant tyranny, whose 
masters Sir Alfred Zimmern himself describes 
gang murderers and torturers.” Toward the begin- 
ning his work refers approvingly Woodrow 
Wilson’s recognition the need for community 
nations acknowledging common ethical principles and 
inspired the mutual confidence springing from such 
principles.” The whole point about the present situa- 
tion that the two great groups rival powers not 
acknowledge “common ethical principles” and there 
basis for “mutual confidence” “community 
nations.” The author naturally not unaware 
this difficulty. His solution? fifty years time— 
and this very generous reckoning—the Soviet Union 
will historic memory and the peoples now 
under Soviet rule will have achieved freedom and in- 
dependence under the terms the Charter.” How 
nice for all that were happen! And how suicidal 
base our policies the assumption that will 
necessarily so. 

Brian Tierney, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Fellers, Bonner, Brig. Gen., Army Ret’d 
Wings for Peace: Primer for New Defense 

Regnery. Apr. 1953. 248p. $3.50. 

Our present defense forces, apart from adequate 

naval component and inadequate strategic air force, 

are divided into three portions: one Korea, another 


Fellers 
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tion General Fellers that are dangerously open 
attack the Russian air force, and this despite the 
billions have spent armaments, because have 
chosen prepare fight Russia though had fol: 
alternative but match that power’s land armies 
whatever part the world she chooses open 
engagement. face national bankruptcy and even- 
tual defeat everywhere unless adjust our strategy 
the facts industry and geography, which say 
that must shift our major effort concentrated hav 
build-up strategic air power—for strikes across the 
North polar rely upon our naval and 
ground forces only maintain essential outlying bases, hav 
blames the Department State for insisting upon 
adequate military support for NATO—the European 
defense organization—and attributes our “balanced” 
ground, sea, and air forces—the ground forces getting 
all too much consideration for their outmoded ideas rath 
line defense—to stalemate pressures within the prot 
Joint Chiefs Staff. This “containment,” military, 
diplomatic, and psychological, which has scattered our 
forces and prevented our preparation adequate 
counter the blow which, believes, the Russians 
are sure give with their strategic air bombardment 

such places as—residents may note carefully—Hart- 

ford, Chicago, Detroit, and Pittsburgh. Since the 

United States now the only obstacle world con- 
quest the Kremlin, the United States will at- 
tacked, and manner dictated the availability 
only one decisive route our vital bases and industries. 
What happens Europe secondary importance; 
and cannot defend that area with ground forces that 
anyhow. The Germans had 135 divisions and were 
unable stop the Russian concentrations force, when 
that ridiculous think trying stop them with 
100 NATO divisions—and are not likely get 
these the rate Europe arming. the other hand 
can finish off the Korean War commit our 
force and bomb where our planes are now forbidden 

operate, beyond the Yalu, after which may disen- 
gage concentrate upon air power. Air and naval 
power, which protect our routes parts the world 
outside Europe, will serve protect the rest the 
world well the United States, economically and 
effectively. Let Europe then rely upon the overwhelm- pilot. 
ing retaliatory power the United States protect velled 
from Soviet attack. the same time must “make 
clear the Soviet people that unless Russia strikes, few 
there will war.” 
General Fellers argues cogently that the aforegoing fully 
summary hardly does him justice. brings details the 
which serve admirably support his thesis, most holds 
them facts the last war which are not generally ap- 
preciated—such the very late and very devastating 
strategic bombing Germany, which would have been his car 
decisive crippling the German war effort even 
there had been cross-channel invasion—and can 
said that the Air Power enthusiasts have never had 
their case presented more forcibly. Nevertheless 
seems this reviewer that America’s effort rebuild 
Europe economically and from military standpoint 
has not been without value, even though the time may 
now have come accept turnabout the air power that 
approach security. One has only consider what 
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would have happened there had been effort made, 
and treaty commitment fight defense 
Europe; least know that Korea evacuation 
followed apparent writing off that country be- 
came accepted invitation attack. The Soviets did 
not have three years ago, they probably not have 
even now, air potential toward which General 
Fellers sees them developing. Had they been able 
discount American opposition they would now 
have added the Ruhr their armament-making facili- 
ties, and all Europe would their grasp. have 
prevented such event has been well worth what 
have put into it, and that there will ever Soviet 
attack any the aforementioned cities before the 
enemy has rid himself the fear American- 
supported and anti-Communist Western Europe, and 
American-supported and anti-Communist Japan, 
rather unlikely. The Russians also must have their 
problems allocation, and with signs strain ap- 
parent while they keep such vast ground armies 
would anticipate their delay pro- 
ducing very large force strategic bombers until 
get better supply hand. 

John Farrell, 
Hyattsville, Maryland 


* 


The Amazing Mr. Doolittle 
Apr. 24, 1953. 313p. $3.95. 


view the ever-growing shelves documentary 
volumes, memoirs, life sketches, and adventure stories 
emerging from World War II, really astonishing 
that have had wait long for substantial biog- 
raphy the present subject. especially significant 
when recalled that eleven years ago this month 
headlines screamed the news the daring, almost 
suicidal air raid that led Japan. But this pre- 
cisely what could expected Lt. Gen. James 
Amazing Mr. Doolittle. 


If, when learning what soon became known the 
Doolittle Raid, there were many who hailed the leader 
war hero, there undoubtedly were some who cate- 
gorized his feat another spectacular display exhibi- 
tionism originating the mind the former stunt 
pilot. The roaring twenties and not-so-gay thirties mar- 
velled the speed records set and numerous trophies 
won this intrepid airman. They may have heard 
few words his boyhood Alaska, his professional 
boxing under assumed name pay his way through 
college, and his uneventful role World War Woe- 
fully few, however, were familiar with Jimmy Doolittle 
the salesman, the business executive, the scientist who 
holds both master’s and doctor’s degree aeronauti- 
cal engineering from These are some the 
amazing facts revealed this noteworthy account 
his career. 

the thrill-seeking world the interwar years, Doo- 
ittle’s racing triumphs, long-distance flights, and dare- 
devil flying were synonymous with cross-country run- 
ners, dance marathons, pole-sitting, and other fantastic 
stunts that era. Little was understood that the 
high-spirited aeronautical expert was furthering the de- 
sign, engineering and science flying. quite true 
that some his exploits did border the fool-hardy, 
but they were all before “never take uncalculated 


Reynolds, Quentin 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. 
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risk” became his motto. While demonstrating planes 
various corners the globe, was not only selling 
these machines, but the same time was trying im- 
prove the product his employer—the Shell Oil Com- 
pany, which now vice-president. His long 
struggle have gasoline standardized 100-octane 
and adopted our Air Corps (as was then called) 
was not won until were virtually the very brink 
war. 


With the raid Japan (which operation, incidentally, 
did not originate with him, but rather with Admiral 
Low), Doolittle’s position took new significance. 
was soon awarded the Medal Honor and was pro- 
moted general. Obviously, however, his unorthodox 
background and publicity would not find favor with 
the commander the Pacific Theater, and was with 
some reluctance that General Eisenhower accepted him 
organize the 12th Air Force for the North African 
operation. His success here subsequently brought him 
England head the Eighth Air Force which, after 
victory Europe, headed for the Pacific. Doolittle 
reached Okinawa about two months before Day 
and was board the witness the Japanese 
surrender. 


The Amazing Mr. Doolittle splendid tribute 
outstanding individual and distinguished citizen this 
country. Despite the flamboyant publicity associated 
with his earlier escapades, there seems sincere 
humility, shyness and reticence about Doolittle. Be- 
cause such amazing individual, are much 
inclined say, contradiction, even his biography 
seems hide him the shadow his deeds. And 
undoubtedly that the way would insist having 
it. Consequently, study the significant events 
his life are treated excellent account the 
raid Japan, the steady growth air power, and 
the development great industry. intimate 
introduction splendid personality, this story his 
life, even though does yield times some the 
milder language and remarks associated with the mili- 
tary, deserves hearty reception. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Leonowens, Anna Siamese Harem Life 
Dutton. Apr. 23, 1953. 228p. $3.75. 


The now well-known (Anna and the King Siam) 
Mrs. Leonowens here brought before the public 
person reprint her own story, contemporaneous 
with the American Civil War, the status women 
the exotic little kingdom. This book, first published 
1872 companion her The English Governess 
the Siamese Court, is, despite what appears 
lurid title, sound document. 


The perceptiveness this woman, her understanding 
alien thoughts, and her vigor combat them when 
they oppose her concept the right are equally amaz- 
ing. wealth observed detail presented this 
record, replete with anthropological, educational, social 
and political meaning, yet without any appearance 
pedantry. The matter cleverly interspersed with 
three four narratives intrinsic interest. 


Brick Aurthur Major Campaign Speeches Adlai Stevenson 


For today’s reader, addition making the first-hand 
acquaintance extraordinary woman, there the 
opportunity impressed once again the fact that 
man, matter where found, one our family. 
While “barbaric,” the kingdom Siam becomes real 
country civilization and law. For example, while 
the United States was violently torn over the slavery 
question, slavery existed widely Siam, controlled 
extensive and rigidly enforced laws. And that slavery 
was abolished, one finds, 1868, the social change 
affecting the fundamentals the nation being achieved 
peaceably and with justice. 


Throughout, the narrative and exposition both are done 
clear, unpretentious style. 


Because series chapters reflecting upon the per- 
sonality priest the conversion high-born 
Siamese woman, with implications critical mis- 
understanding the confessional, Siamese Harem Life 
recommended mature and discriminating adults. 


Doris Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Brick, John The Rifleman 
Doubleday. Apr. 16, 1953. 349p. $3.75. 


Men with the long rifle have been extolled tales 
fact and fiction responsible for the conquest 
America from the Indians and for the success the 
American Revolution when the colonists defeated 
otherwise competent British Army. Among them 
name more famous than that Timothy Murphy, 
the hardbitten Irishman whose feats homicidal 
prowess have been legendized song and ballad 
that the true can scarecly separated from the exag- 
gerated. From the fertile field fancy John Brick has 
extracted the more credible items and has woven them 
into the present story which confers upon Murphy 
character well keeping with his times. 


Tim Murphy was woodsrunner and people his 
native Sunbury looked askance upon him because 
found impossible settle into the groove solid re- 
spectability, into the drudging farmwork which was all 
these people’s life. But Tim had eye Marian 
Greene, lusty and freehanded daughter the village 
squire, and trapped make stake that would buy 
farm and respectability. When Indians stole his win- 
ter’s catch, Tim returned Sunbury, won shooting 
match and thereby the money pay John Golcher for 
his famous gun, the over-and-under double-barrelled 
rifle (which the way incorrectly depicted the 
cover) which made him famous. Going then 
horse-stealing expedition among the Indians, was 
delayed and returned find the fickle Marian married 
Bogardus. For committing bit mayhem 
Bogardus, Tim was committed the local gaol from 
which was rescued his fellow townsmen join 
the local company Morgan’s Rifles. 


All the standard adventures Tim Murphy are in- 
cluded the Revolutionary period—the seige Bos- 
ton, the battle Saratoga—where his rifle shot, 
killing English general, supposed have turned 
the tide the battle and thus the tide the war— 
his service the Mohawk Valley and the Indian 


Best 


campaigns. Tim, eaten with unrequitable passion for 
Marian, developed into hardbitten killer but after her 
violent death fell love with Peggy Feech and 
eloped with her. stolid Dutch parents regarded 
him ne’er-do-well but eventually, war’s end, Tim 
changed and was ready settle down respectable 
farmer. 

Other than Tim’s readiness engage illicit amatory 
dallyings with any available “blanket-girl” the story 
acceptable and interesting. Though not outstanding, 
capably written and fairly accurate. such 
seems suitable for adult readers. 


Aurthur, Alan Robert 
The Glorification Toolum 
Apr. 16, 1953. 244p. $3.00. 


Toolum was ordinary everyday workingman who 
lived peaceful life Fernvale, Long Island, with his 
wife, Emily, and three sons; Herman, Sherman and 
Little Louie. 


Sherman, addicted accepting any challenge that 
offers something free, for twenty-five words less, gets 
his father elected Yankee Doodle Mr. Average 
American. And then the fun begins. 


The Toolums ride crest-of-the-wave-career during 
which proves that the average man like the 
weather. You can get scientific you want with 
him, predict day and night his probable actions, 
but will wind doing wants the end. For 
machine eye view the average man not the same 
view the average man has himself. Nor does the 
machine record predictions correspond Al’s opinions 
the plunging neckline, TV, the Brooklyn Dodgers. 


Rinehart. 


But his reactions surprise his sponsors they are 
pleasant surprises for the reader. For this the zaniest 
and most delightful story spoofing modern advertising 
media and methods appear far. You will chuckle 
when you find out what the average man calculated 
and split your sides seeing him stumble over such 
calculations. 

The author, Robert Alan Aurthur, very versatile 
man, who among other things writes for 
television. you think does well the 21-inch 
screen you are going enjoyably delighted see 
how packed with pleasure can cram book. 
does not aim preach teach but reach your 
funny bone. And this does too well for you 


miss it. 
James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 
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Major Campaign Speeches Adlai Stevenson 
Random House. Apr. 20, 1953. 320p. $3.50. 

Two three months ago the newspapers announced 
that former Governor Adlai Stevenson was devoting 
his stay the British West Indies the 
ing selection his campaign speeches. The result 
his labors has now been published under the imprint 
Random House. There are fifty speeches the 
volume, and Mr. Stevenson has provided twenty-one 
page introduction (much which appeared the 
March 1953, issue Life). 
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Some the pages represent pure “campaign oratory” 
(as Governor Stevenson frankly admits). There are 
many local references. One has certain admiration 
for the deftness these special allusions and for the 
manner which they are built into the structure 
the speeches, but beyond the first dozen, the effect 
mildly irritating. One inclined wish that Mr. 
Stevenson had deleted bit more freely. the other 
hand, the speeches they are printed offer in- 
teresting study campaign techniques, and they pre- 
serve for future years the flavor the 1952 political 
battle. 


general, whatever faults the speeches have are due 
the character the American political process. 
the excellences—not the defects—which strike the 
reader. The level discussion unsurpassed any 
American Presidential contest our century. Here 
are the models for future campaigners. These pages 
reflect the intelligence and honesty which marked Mr. 
Stevenson’s efforts last autumn. 


Richard Grigg, Ph.D., 
Milton, Massachusetts 


Kohn, Hans Pan-Slavism: Its History and Ideology 
University Notre Dame Press. Mar. 28, 1953. 356p. 
The concept Pan-Slavism gained public notice during 
and after the second World War. was associated 
with the Russian patriotic desire save the mother 


country, spite resentment against its Communist 
leadership. After the war, was used instrument 


Russian imperial policy. Instead the equality 
all Slav nations, promised during the war, there was 
Russian control the Slavs and subjection the con- 
quered peoples. 


Professor Kohn traces the notion common Slav 
culture largely German inspiration. particular, 
Johan Gottfried Herder, writing the late 18th Cen- 
tury, predicted the future power the Slavs. Slav 
consciousness was prominent the ferment which fol- 
lowed 1848. was grow political movement, 
particularly after the two World Wars the present 
century. 


The treatment the present book scholarly, written 
for scholars. There are pages notes and ten- 
page bibliography. Many quotations from German and 
French are given the original language, without 
translation. The main appeal such book will 
more advanced students history. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Wolfe, Reese 
Yankee Ships: Informal History the 
American Merchant Marine 
Mar. 16, 1953. 287p. $3.75. 
With this readable volume, Yankee Ships, professional 
writer Reese Wolfe, himself onetime devotee the 
deep, surveys three and one-half centuries American 
merchant marine history. The story opens with the 
launching the Virginia the Kennebec 1607; 


Kohn Wolfe 


closes with description the record breaking trans- 
Atlantic voyage the SS. United States The 
pages between reveal the saga how “hard ships” 
made “hard men.” Wherever possible, the tale told 
from the standpoint the men who had sail the 
vessels. The result entertaining and popular his- 
tory American shipping. For the scholar and the re- 
search historian the volume will disappointment. 
superficial and completely devoid documenta- 
tion and bibliography. The landlubber, however, can 
read and profit much. 


Color abounds these pages. Sailors come life, and 
the picture colonial and early America, they as- 
sume their rightful place alongside distillers, car- 
riage makers, lawyers, money brokers, mechanics, and 
“paunchy gentlemen ruffled shirt fronts and silk 
stockings.” Like every other class, the sailor experi- 
enced growing pains. Frequently and until the very 
eve national crisis was neglected and forgotten— 
giving basis the saying: “God and our sailors 
adore. time danger, not before.” Wolfe’s 
thesis that the country was asleep the needs 
budding merchant marine. Could not, and should not 
fleet always take care itself? 
started Concord, the answer the sea was clear. 
Americans stood without one fighting ship. lesson 
easily forgotten later wars. 


Author Wolfe his best when describes the 
privateersmen Those “gentlemen adventurers” 
successfully manned merchant fighters Revolutionary 
days. Though their best chance for economic gain was 
lose eye and rewarded with $2,000 prize, 
lose leg arm and get $4,000 prize, still these 
sons the sea served their country well. From such 
stock and out such tradition would spring men and 
cargo essential victory time war. the 
seasoned professional shipmates our own day Gen- 
eral MacArthur observed: “They have brought our 
lifeblood and they have paid for with some their 
own. saw them bombed off the Philippines and 
New Guinea ports. When was humanly possible, 
when their ships were not blown out from under them 
bombs torpedoes, they have delivered their car- 
goes who needed them badly. war 
performance that counts.” (p. 256) 


Our Navy and our merchant marine have had their 
ups and downs. But Wolfe makes clear that our 
greatest naval defeats have been sustained land, 
not sea. Why? According the author’s analysis 
governmental neglect has been largely responsible for 
our boom-bust maritime history. this book argues 
that the enormous and expensive shipbuilding programs 
our country’s two World Wars stemmed directly 
from inconsistent and unsound policy making Wash- 
ington. 


The volume not without undesirable 
would read just well without highlighting the pleas- 
urable females the life Captain Bully Hayes, “pet 
fancier, lady killer and all-around scoundrel.” The 
same may said those passages which deal with 
prodigious amorous propensities 
crimps. Likewise, this reviewer objects the white- 
wash spilled over Harry Bridges weak attempt 
make him hero. 


the credit side are several splendid illustrations 
our sailing vessels. Also serviceable index pro- 
vided. Moreover, with easy and informal style, the 
author shows exceptional ability capture personalities 
and master the fascinating anecdote. Only the 
penny-wise publisher blamed for the absence 
bibliography that could have added much value 
this much needed study our merchant marine. 


Harry Sievers, S.J., Ph.D., 
West Baden College, 
West Baden Springs, Indiana 


McWilliams, LeRoy Parish Priest 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 11, 1953. 250p. $3.75. 

Ever since the days John Chrysostom, 1500 years 
ago, books the priesthood have appeared with steady 
regularity. Almost all them stress the priest’s obliga- 
tion striving after perfection order become more 
worthy his sublime office and fulfill its weighty 
duties. But the present book this subject departs 
from the beaten path. Its main concern with the 
work that parish priest must the active ministry 
and the innumerable problems that has face. 


Father LeRoy McWilliams, the author this book (in 
collaboration with Jim Bishop), was ordained 1918 
and has had very unusual privilege. His one and 
only assignment priest has been St. Michael’s 
parish, Jersey City. was curate there for twenty 
years and the pastor since 1938. 


This parish was founded shortly after the Civil War 
and situated the lower section Jersey City, 
known the Horseshoe. reached its zenith the 
1890’s when many the immigrants from Ireland 
settled there. But became more cosmopolitan the 
course time and now numbers people many na- 
tionalities among its parishioners. still large 
parish for has 1,000 families and can boast Cath- 
olic grade and high school. Its future however far 
from bright for the neighborhood has deteriorated since 
the Depression 1929 and the construction exit 
from the Holland Tunnel the heart the parish. 
Many the newly-married couples are moving other 
parts the city the suburbs. 

almost every page Father McWilliams has inter- 
esting story tell his experiences while preaching, 
running societies, instructing altar-boys, taking the 
census, directing the activities the high school stu- 
dents, and making additions and improvements 
the parish buildings. Some the incidents are very 
humorous and some are very sad. the limited terri- 
tory St. Michael’s saw the heights which 
human nature could rise and the depths which 
could descend. There are also some vivid pen-pictures 
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the priests with whom lived and also the 
housekeepers and other parish employees. writes 
length about the most famous parishioners 
Michael’s, Frank Hague and John Kenny, and describes 
the part that played when these two men were en- 
gaged the bitter mayoralty campaign 1949. 


This book makes very easy and very profitable 
Lay people for whom primarily intended will 
realize better than ever before that parochial work 
often complicated and fatiguing, that priests differ from 
one another temperament and ability, and that the 
work parish will not succeed without the 
hearted co-operation all its members. Similarly, 
pastors and curates can learn much from the experi- 
ences fellow-priest that will help them their 
own parish and may even inspire them even 
greater things for God among the people entrusted 
them. And should any ambitious movie producer ever 
decide upon sequel Going Way, advise him 
read the many human-interest incidents that hap- 


pened Father McWilliams during years 
the Horseshoe district Jersey 
Rev. Stephen C.SS.R., 


Immaculate Conception Church, 
New York, New York 


Kevin, Neil Out Nazareth 
McKay. Apr. 1953. 189p. $2.75. 


This thoroughly delightful book was written the 
Professor English Language and Literature May- 
nooth College. are number scenes from 
the Gospels, considered separately and set 
attempt has been try see these scenes afresh 
and develop what might called the human interest 
them. The attempt read between the lines 
strictly confined the lines that were written the 
four Evangelists.” (Foreword the Author.) 


The author has admirably succeeded. This reviewer, 
who has had professional interest Gospel studies 
for some years, found the narratives this book charm- 
ing and stimulating. The author’s reading-between- 
the-lines has given freshness and picturesqueness 
such gospel scenes the marriage Cana, the con- 
versation with the Samaritan woman the well 
Sichar, the cure the woman with the flow bood. 
But these are only three chosen random from the 
twenty narratives the book; each narrative de- 
light, many them are works consummate skill. 
This book heartily recommended all readers who 
are interested the Gospels and the history the 


life Christ. 
William Herlihy, 


University Scranton 
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